
run jump add escape drop 
scatter use eat drink job 
hug march promise hold 
untie talk stay turn imag-
ine think allow open kick 
rinse call fasten hang ead 
play teach practice sing 

make build cry count find 
hide bang notice mix lift 
cut change paint press 

buy smoke draw   attack 
introduce itch question 
grab damage laugh fly 

light pull milk ride tear 
touch blow climb fall 
gather blow up worry 

brush make up push tell 

Verb Charades
A guessing game for English language learners

Easy Verbs One (with reasons), 1 - 100

by John Spiri



Directions

This is a fun speaking/grammar activity designed for EFL/ESL learners. It would work 
with young learners who are either native speakers or second language learners as 
well. 

Directions:
1. Print the desired number of cards, preferably on matte paper and cut along the dot-
ted lines. In addition, the layout fits perforated A-One name card paper. 

While these are generally easy verbs they omit some that are easiest (and difficult to 
gesture) like go and come. Also, some of the responses (written at the bottom of the 
card) are a little difficult. In general, the cards get more difficult as the number gets 
higher, with the first ten being the easiest and cards 90-100 being most difficult.

2. Demonstrate the activity by doing a gesture and asking students to guess by ask-
ing, “Are you __________ing?” I like to do a bowling action because it’s easy to act out 
and easy for students to guess.  Emphasize that students are not to merely say a word 
but ask in sentence form using an “ing” verb.

3. After students correctly guess the sample gesture, write the following on the board:

Partner A:  (do the gesture written and shown on the verb card)
Partner B:  “Are you __________ing?”
Partner A:  “No, guess again.” OR “That’s right.” 
Partner B:  If wrong, guess again. If correct, ask “Why are you __________ing?”
Partner A:  Read the clue at the bottom of the card. Invite students to make up their 
own reasons if they like, instead of reading.

4. Pass out 1-5 cards to each student, face down. Instruct them to keep the card hidden 
from their partner.

5. After everyone has one or more cards, instruct students: “You will take turns doing 
a gesture and guessing the verb. When finished, pass your cards to the next pair.” 
Physically point out the best rotation that will allow the cards to go around the room 
in the most convenient manner. If student chairs are in rows the teacher will need to 
fetch the last pair’s cards and bring them to the first pair. If students are seated in a 
circle, the cards will just go around.

6. As pairs finish and are waiting to receive new cards, feed more cards into the rota-
tion. This will keep faster pairs on task.

7. After all pairs have used all or nearly all cards (10-30 minutes), end the activity and 



collect the cards.

8. Review by having all students stand up. Do a gesture; students raise their hands to 
guess the gesture (in a complete sentence). I skip the “Why are you __________ing?” 
follow up question. Explain word meanings as needed. After each student has correct-
ly guessed your gesture, he or she can sit down. Review until all students are sitting.

Verbs, ten per page are as follows:
1. read a book, play a piano, teach English, kill a mosquito, sing karaoke, dance 

ballet, make a marriage proposal, laugh, make a phone call, cry

2. take a picture, play electric guitar, count money, find money, have a nightmare, 
pick a fruit, lift weights, cut with scissors, paint fingernails, sleep

3. cut hair, shake hands, catch a ball, get up, add two numbers, drive a car, carry 
something heavy, build a house, draw a picture, drink water

4. fall down, introduce people, meet friends, light a candle, milk a cow, pull a rope, 
ride a horse, wash a car, think, touch something

5. give a shot (injection), sing ‘row, row, row your boat’, take bitter medicine, tear a 
paper, roll dice, plant a seed, put drops in (your) eyes, eat with chopsticks, wor-
ry, blow up a balloon

6. wake up, brush (your) teeth, jump, push something, dig a hole, bow, pet a dog, 
climb a ladder, shoot a deer, smoke cigarettes

7. score a goal, floss, chop wood, paddle, vacuum, jog, daydream, punch, shiver, 
sneeze

8. buy food, subtract two numbers, wink, yawn, zip up, crawl, extinguish a fire, 
peel a banana, chew gum, skydive

9. relax, encounter a UFO, stare, protest, knit, hug, focus a telescope, snore, enjoy 
yourself, reach for something

10. stand up, sit down, throw (paper) away, believe in God, remember the past, 
write, walk, point, wait, follow someone



1. read a book

I want to learn.

2. play a piano

It sounds lovely.
3. teach English

I want to help people communicate.

4. kill a mosquito

I don’t want it to bite me.
5. sing karaoke

I love music.

6. dance ballet 

I enjoy it.
7. make a marriage 

proposal

I’m in love.

8. laugh

I heard a funny joke
9. make a phone call

To reserve a hotel room.

10. cry

My team lost.

  

 

 


